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Introduction. Understanding the vulnerability of the geri-
atric patients requires an interdisciplinary analysis. The bi-
oethical framework includes a series of moral issues on ge-
riatric clinical activity, as well as the vulnerable experiences
of the elderly in terms of both risks and needs. The purpose
of the study. To analyse certain bioethical issues on vulne-
rability types related to the geriatric healthcare. Materials
and methods. This present study provides the analysis of
bioethical works dated over the last 15 years, which include
data on various types of vulnerability in geriatric healthca-
re. The relevant bibliographic sources were retrieved from
the Hinari database. The analytical, hermeneutic and com-
parative methods were applied within the research. The
study results. (1) The assessment of vulnerability in terms
of geriatric clinical activity differs from healthcare facilities
involved in the care of other vulnerable populations. (2) The
geriatric patients encounter a series of bio-psycho-social re-
alities, which might affect their autonomy, dignity and inte-
grity by being distorted and / or marginalized. (3) As a re-
sult, various types of vulnerability might occur in the life of
the geriatric patient, namely, physical and medical vulnera-
bility, cognitive and communication vulnerability, instituti-
onal and economic vulnerability, social vulnerability and/or
caused by informal social pressure. Conclusions. Studying
the concept of vulnerability of the geriatric patients needs
attention both in terms of vulnerability types and in terms
of variations on patient treatment and compliance. Thus, it
requires the analysis of clinical issues and experiences of
vulnerability as referred to the identified types.
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* Study carried out with the support of the project 20.80009.8007.36
Interdisciplinary bioethical-socio-medical approach of the vulner-
able population contigent with severe health status and rehabili-
tation possibilities within the State Program (2020-2023), project
leader: Ojovan Vitalie, PhD, assoc. prof.,, head of the department,
Department of Philosophy and Bioethics, contracting authority: Na-
tional Agency for Research and Development.
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Introducere. Abordarea vulnerabilitatii a pacientului geri-
atric implica o analiza interdisciplinara. Conditia bioetica a
acestui subiect constituie o serie de probleme morale din
activitatea clinica geriatrica si experientele de vulnerabili-
tate a varstnicilor in contextul riscurilor si nevoilor. Scopul
lucrarii. Analiza bioetica a unor forme de vulnerabilitate n
contextual actului medical geriatric. Materiale si metode.
Studiul reflect analiza lucrarilor bioetice din ultimii 15 ani
care contin cunostinte cu privire la diverse forme de vul-
nerabilitate Tn activitatea geriatrica. Suportul bibliografic a
fost identificat in baza de date Hinari. Metodele aplicate in
lucrare sunt: analiticd, hermeneutica si comparativa. Rezul-
tate. (1) Interpretarea vulnerabilitatii in contextul activita-
tii geriatrice difera de modul de abordare din alte domenii
implicate in ingrijirea paturilor vulnerabile. (2) Pacientul
geriatric se confruntd cu o serie de realitati bio-psiho-so-
ciale prin care autonomia, demnitatea si integritatea pot fi
afectate prin denaturare si/sau marginalizare. (3) Acestea
fac sa survina in viata pacientului geriatric diverse forme de
vulnerabilitate cum ar fi: vulnerabilitate fizica si medical3,
vulnerabilitatea cognitiva si comunicationala, vulnerabilita-
tea institutionala si economicd, vulnerabilitatea sociala si/
sau cauzata de subordonarea socialad informala. Concluzie.
Studiul vulnerabilitatii pacientului geriatric necesita atentie
nu numai asupra formelor de vulnerabilitate, dar si asupra
oscilatiei intre tratament si compliantd. Aceasta implica
analiza problemelor clinice si experientele de vulnerabilita-
te In contextul formelor evidentiate.
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* Studiu realizat cu suportul proiectului 20.80009.8007.36 Aborda-
rea interdisciplinara bioetico-socio-medicald a contigentului vul-
nerabil de populatie cu stare severa de sanatate si posibilitatile de
reabilitare din cadrul Programului de Stat (2020-2023), conduca-
tor de proiect: Ojovan Vitalie, dr. hab. filos., conf. univ., sef catedra,
Catedra de filosofie si bioetica, autoritatea contractanta: Agentia
Nationala pentru Cercetare si Dezvoltare.



