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Introducere. Sclerodermia sistemica este o maladie cron-
ica, autoimung, ce face parte din grupul maladiilor difuze
ale tesutului conjunctiv, manifestata prin fibroza excesiva
si angiopatie obliterantd. Patogenia bolii este autoimuna,
insa rolul autoanticorpilor in aparitia si progresarea bolii
inca sa studiaza. Scop. Stabilirea frecventei pozitivarii anti-
corpilor antiRo52 cu determinarea interrelatiei cu varianta
clinica si evolutia bolii la pacientii ce sufera de sclerodermia
sistemica. Material si metode. Au fost investigati 190 pa-
cienti cu sclerodermie sistemica, 183 femei si 7 barbati, cu
varsta medie 52,7+1,23 ani, dintre care: 156 cu forma lim-
itata a bolii, 34 cu forma difuza. Profilul imun a fost apreciat
prin testarea anticorpilor antinucleari (ANA) si ANA blot
desfasurat. Pacientii au fost examinati clinic si paraclinic
complex. Rezultate. Studiul efectuat a determinat prezenta
frecventa a anticorpilor Ro52 la pacientii cu sclerodermie
sistemica (46 pacienti). Recunoscut in calitate de marcher
imun al sindromului Sjégren, la pacientii studiati simptom-
ele sicca au fost confirmate doar la 31 dintre pacienti an-
tiRo52 pozitivi. Cel mai frecvent acesti anticorpi s-au asociat
cu prezenta anticorpilor anti-centromer si varianta limitata
a bolii (32 pacienti), dar intr-o serie de cazuri (5 pacienti) a
fost inregistrata prezenta izolatd a antiRo52, caracterizata
de implicare multisistemica, activitate inalta, evolutie rap-
id-progresiva a bolii si chiar de deces timpuriu intr-un caz.
Concluzii. La pacientii cu sclerodermie sistemica prezenta
anticorpilor Ro52 nu s-au asociat cu simptomele sicca 1n
toate cazurile, au fost frecvent pozitivi in forma limitata a
bolii impreund cu anticorpii anti-centromeri, iar atunci
cand au existat izolati, boala a avut caracteristici nefavor-
abili. Cuvinte-cheie: sclerodermia sistemica,autoanticorpi,
forma limitatd, Ro52.

IMPACT OF RO52 ANTIBODIES IN PATIENTS WITH
SYSTEMIC SCLEROSIS

Svetlana Agachi?, Rodica Usatii?, Liliana Groppa?,
Lucia Andries?, Larisa Rotaru?, Elena Deseatnicova'’

Scientific adviser: Liliana Groppa!

'Rheumatology and Nephrology Discipline, Nicolae Testemitanu
University, Chisindu, Republic of Moldova

ZLaboratory of Immunology, Molecular Medicine Center, Nicolae
Testemitanu University, Chisinau, Republic of Moldova

Introduction. Systemic sclerosis is a chronic autoimmune
disease known as diffuse connective tissue diseases, charac-
terized by excessive fibrosis and obliterative vasculopathy:.
Although the pathogenesis of the disease is autoimmune,
the role of autoantibodies in disease onset and progression
is still under investigation. Objective. To determine the fre-
quency of anti-Ro52 antibody positivity and its correlation
with clinical phenotype and disease progression in patients
who suffer with systemic sclerosis. Material and methods.
190 systemic sclerosis patients were evaluated-183 women
and 7 men, with a mean age of 52.7+1.23 years, 156 had the
limited form of the disease and 34 had the diffuse form. The
immunological profile was assessed by antinuclear antibody
testing (ANA) and extended ANA blot testing. All patients
underwent complete clinical and paraclinical assessment.
Results. The study identified a high prevalence of anti-Ro52
antibodies in patients with systemic sclerosis (46 patients).
Although Ro52 is recognized as an immunologic marker
of Sjogren’s syndrome, sicca symptoms were confirmed in
only 31 of the anti-Ro52 positive patients. These antibod-
ies were most commonly associated with anti-centromere
antibodies and the limited variant of systemic sclerosis (32
patients). However, in some cases (5 patients), anti-Ro52
antibodies were present in single mode, associated in these
causes with multisystem involvement, high disease activity,
rapid progression, and even early death in one case. Con-
clusion. In systemic sclerosis patients, the presence of Ro52
antibodies was not always associated with sicca symptoms.
They were often positive in the limited form of the disease,
in association with anticentromere antibodies. When they
present in single mode, disease had unfavorable character-
istics. Keywords: systemic sclerosis, autoantibodies, limit-
ed variant, Ro52.



